Tavistock Peace Action Group

RECRUITING SOLDIERS
Within six months
one million men had volunteered.
At the outbreak of war on the Continent reservists were called up.
Armies of millions faced each other.
Britain had an army of 250,000 regulars and about 420,000 reservists.
In Britain recruitment started immediately.

Why did the men rush to enlist?
I want an
adventure

We’ll be home by
Christmas

The parish has stopped
paying my support

I want to stick
with my
mates

I'm fed up
playing soldiers
(in the Church Lads Brigade).
I want to be
a grown-up
soldier.

I want to
get my own back for
the death of my brother
on the Front

I want
to feel big

What will
Dad think if
I don't join?

I’ve been
an orphan
all my life and
so why not join?

Many soldiers thought it was a good adventure
and that it would all be over by Christmas.

There's no work here
and the kids are starving.
At least they will be
looked after if I get killed

I'm not having
those Huns taking over
my country

I don't want
to be left behind.

"for no other reason than to see what war was like,
to get a gun, to see new countries and to feel like a
grown man," - future IRA leader, Tom Barry
on enlistment in the British Army

During the whole war 2,400,000
British men volunteered to enlist.
Likewise, in Germany
and Austria men
joined their
Regiments to defend
their country, looking
forward to a short
war with God on
their side.
Austro - Hungarian troops cheerfully mobilise,
July 1914. By Christmas one in three
will be dead or wounded.

“I tried to stop the bloody thing, my child”
- Bob Smillie, Scottish mineworker

Within 18 months, 700,000 British and French soldiers had died.
500,000 had been killed or wounded in Gallipoli.
In the planned battles of 1916 it was estimated another 500,000 would die.

There were not enough volunteers.

CONSCRIPTION WAS NEEDED

