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The Challenging Road to Peace since
The First World War 

In memory of the death of more than 10 million people 
during the First World War 1914 -1918

Part 1
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World War One was a catastrophe that should 
never have happened.
 
Have we changed our way of thinking and behaving?

Why do wars still happen? Have our politicians changed their way 
of thinking and behaving?

This presentation tries to promote  learning from the past to 
create  peace now.
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World War One was fought by nations for 
Patriotism & National Interest.

All nations felt they had God on their side.
Total war dead: 

● 41.8 million fighting for Allies : 

5 million died. 

● 25.8 million fought for 
Germany/Austria-
Hungary/Turkey:

 3.9 million died.
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War dead

● Average of 6,000 every day

● Britain at least 700,000
  

● France 1,400,000

● Half of young Frenchmen died.

● A third of young German men 
died.

● One in five of all Serbians died. 
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1914: Countdown to War : 1
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1914: The Slide into War

Within six weeks 
of one man 
being assassinated, 
Europe was at war.

Four & half years later 10 million people had died.
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Treaties

● Britain + Belgium (Treaty of London 1839)
● France + Russia 1894
● Entente Cordiale, France + Britain 1904
● Triple Entente France + Russia + Britain 1907
● Secret naval treaty Britain + France 1912
● Germany + Austria-Hungary 1879
● Germany + Austria-Hungary + Italy =The Triple Alliance 1882



8

● Balkan countries want independence from Austro-Hungarian empire.

● In June heir to Austro-Hungarian throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 
assassinated in Sarajevo.

● Austro-Hungarians accuse Serbia of supporting terrorist assassins.

● Germany pledges support for Austria-Hungary.

● In July Austria-Hungary mobilises its army against Serbia.

● Russia pledges its support to Serbia.

● Austria declares war on Serbia with view to annexing it.

● Russia mobilises its army.

● August Germany mobilises its army.

● Germany declares war on Russia.
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1914: Countdown to War : 2
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● Russia calls on France to honour treaty.
● France mobilises army.
● 3rd August Germany declares war on France.
● 4th August Germany invades Belgium en route to invading France.
● Britain comes to Belgium’s aid under terms of 1839 Treaty of London.
● 4th August 1914 Britain declares war on Germany.
● 6th August Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia.
● 15th August Russia invades Germany.
● Japan, honouring the Anglo-Japanese Alliance (1902), declares war on 

Germany and Austria-Hungary.

What other ways of solving the problems of 
independence movements and international 
disputes are there? 
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What contributed to War?
1. Arms Race

● Britain built large fleet of 'Dreadnought' battleships. 
● Germany followed to protect  trade routes.
● Germany, France & Russia built up large armies.
● Armament manufacturers were selling arms to all nations. Krupp, the German 

arms company, quadrupled in size in 40 years.

2. War Planning
● There had been many small wars in years before WW1. 
● Germany feared encirclement from Russia & France.
● Germany encouraged Austria-Hungary to ‘deal’ with Serbia.
● All sides thought war a solution.
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3. Cultural attitudes
● Huge political power held by European 

military leaders.

● Lack of democratic control over the 
Military.

● Serving as an officer in the military 
forces seen as noble and glorious and 
past battles were celebrated.

● Many thought ‘war is not the worst of 
evils’ and that it was a 'great adventure' 
and glorious.

● Honour, national pride, respect for 
'authority', obedience and duty strongly 
felt.
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4. Nationalism

● Many had a strong feeling of importance 
of their own nation.

● Resentment of behaviour and threat 
from other countries

● Dislike and suspicion of foreigners

5. Public support

● Newspapers demanded rearmament & 
stirred up fear of foreign countries.

● Books & articles warned of invasion.

● People began to accept that war was 
inevitable. 
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6. Ineffectual negotiating bodies

No effective international organisations that 
could mediate between countries in dispute

7. Economic interest & Colonialism

 Major powers of Europe sought to colonise 
countries around the world. Britain was in the 
lead.

 These colonies fuelled their economies and 
produced great wealth.

 Each country sought a greater share in the 
world markets.
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9. Unrest in Britain
● Rebellion in Ireland

● Fair pay and conditions at work: Unions were organising strikes to improve the 
appalling conditions.

● Democracy: Women wanted the vote & struggled for equality. Suffragettes

● The prolonged campaign of civil disobedience was becoming increasingly 
violent.

10. Indifference of the ruling elite?
● War was seen as a 'normal' means of solving disputes with little regard to the 

death and suffering of the combatants. 

● War had the 'advantage' of bringing people together under the flag of 
nationalism & patriotism and 'solving' internal problems at home.
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Recruiting soldiers
Within six months one million men had volunteered.

Famous Poster of Kitchener                                                  Men in 1914 queueing to enlist

Why did the men rush to enlist?
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Why did men enlist?
"...to see what war was like, to get a gun, to see new countries and to feel like a grown man," 

I want an

adventu
re

I want to stickwith mymates

We’ll be h
ome by

ChristmasI want
to feel big

I want revenge forthe death of my brother on the Front
I don't want
to be left 
behind.

I'm not having
those Huns taking Over my country

What will

dad think if

I don't join?

I want to be
a grown-up
soldier.

In the war 2,400,000 British men enlisted.

I want
to do my 
bit
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CONSCRIPTION  WAS  NEEDED

● Within 18 months, 700,000 British and 
French soldiers had been killed. 

● 500,000 had been killed or wounded in 
Gallipoli.

● In the planned battles of 1916 it was 
estimated another 500,000 would die.

● There were not enough volunteers.
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Conscription to replace the dead
● January 1916 Military Act enlisting all unmarried men aged 18 to 41 years old. 

Extended to married men in May.

● Many men were exempted, because of essential war work: e.g: miners, 
railway workers, armaments industry, family business, farm work. 

● Many were rejected because of their poor physical condition or ill health. 
They were often given non combatant duties.

● Many had conscientious objections, usually on religious grounds.

● The law did not apply to Ireland in recognition of the independence 
movement. Ireland did supply 140,000 volunteers of whom 35,000 died.

● By 1918 Britain was running out of men to replace the dead and wounded.    
             

“YOU  MUST  FIGHT!” 
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Loss of life and those wounded was staggering
● First day of Battle of the Somme half of British force of 120,000 were killed or injured. 

● 1,000 dead per mile:  one dead and two wounded every four feet

● Battle over four & half months : 420,000 British & 194,000 French casualties

● There were about 600,000 German casualties

● Acceptance of slaughter by High Command. Sir Douglas Haig said “If I attacked with 
say 450,000 men the War Office should be prepared to provide 50% wastage of that 
number in two months”.

● Commanders in the field were looking on the new recruits as ‘expendable stores’. 
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Speaking up against War
Sylvia Pankhurst 1882 -1960

A suffragette who lived in the East End of 
London and worked with the poor and the 
dispossessed. Campaigned strongly against the 
war and supported Conscientious Objectors.
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                 Bertrand Russell,  1872 - 1970

“I knew that it was my business to protest, 
however futile protest might be. 

I felt for the honour of human nature, 
those who had not been swept off their 
feet should show that they stood firm.”



23'The Glorious Dead'
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End 
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The Challenging Road to Peace since
The First World War 

In memory of the death of more than 10 million 
people during the First World War 1914 -1918

Part 2
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War Voices
SOME THOUGHT IT WAS ‘RIGHT AND PROPER’ TO DIE FOR ONE'S COUNTRY.

“Everyone who loves freedom and 
honour is banded in a great crusade to 
kill Germans!

Kill them, not for the sake of killing, but 
to save the world, to kill the good as well 
as the bad,to kill the young men as well 
as the old...

I look upon it as a war of purity, I look 
upon everybody who dies in it as a 
martyr.”

Arthur Winnington Ingram, Bishop of 
London,1915

Arthur Foley Winnington-Ingram (1918)
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War Voices
SOME BELIEVED IT ‘RIGHT AND PROPER’ TO DIE FOR ONE's 
COUNTRY

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;

The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,

That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

The love that never falters, the love that pays the price,

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

Poem by diplomat Cecil Spring Rice, which he wrote in 1908
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What Did the Papers Say?
“We are telling lies. We daren't tell the 
public the truth. You have seen  the 
correspondents...they don't speak the 
truth and we know they don't.”

- Lord Rothermere,owner of the Daily 
Mail, November 1917

“So far as Britain is concerned, the war 
could not have been fought for one 
month without its newspapers.”

- John Buchan, Director of Information 
(Propaganda)

“If the people really knew, the war 
would be stopped tomorrow.”

- Prime Minister Lloyd George
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Bertha von Suttner 1843-1914
      
Austrian General’s daughter 
founded  Austrian Peace Society 
& promoted peace throughout Europe.

Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1905 and she warned
 about the outbreak of war.

“Fortresses are being erected, submarines built, 
whole areas mined, airships tested for use in war; 
and all this with such zeal - as if to attack one's 
neighbour were the most inevitable and important 
function of a state.”  Oslo,1905

Voices for Peace
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Edith Cavell, Nurse, shot by firing 
squad at dawn in Brussels

12th October 1915

“Patriotism is not enough.
I must have no hatred or 

bitterness for anyone.”

She was found guilty of treason under 
German military law for assisting 

wounded British soldiers. 

Voices for Peace
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Emily Hobhouse 1860 -1926  

Cornish woman worked for 
Peace, Justice & Rights of Women.

Exposed the horrors of the 
concentration camps for Boer families 

in South Africa in 1901.
In First War travelled widely in 

Europe trying to bring about peace.

“Few English people have seen war in its nakedness... 
they know nothing of the poverty, destruction, 
disease, pain, misery and mortality which follows in its 
train....I have seen all of this and more.”  August 1914

Voices for Peace
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Voices for Peace
● “And it was like a flash to me that this is what war did. It created 

utter inhumanity in perfectly nice, gentle, kindly people. I felt ‘It is 
not right, it is wrong and I cannot have any further part in it’.”  

Sybil Morrison, ambulance driver

● “I would rather see my sons put up against a wall and shot than 
see them go to the War.” 

Keir Hardy 1914

● “If I live, I mean to spend the rest of my life working for perpetual 
peace.” 

Capt. Thomas Kettle, 8th September 1916. He had been a barrister, 
an MP and an economics professor in Dublin. He was killed in 
action the following day, aged 32.
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“I have many times asked myself whether
there can be more potent advocates of
peace upon Earth through the years
to come, than this massed multitude of
silent witnesses to the desolation of war.”

King George V when he visited 
Tyne Cot cemetery
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Voices for Peace
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Voices for Peace
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Voices for Peace
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
● Most Conscientious Objectors (COs) 

applied for exemption because of 
their firmly held belief that war and 
killing another man was against 
Christ's teaching.

●  Some Socialists or Communists 
objected on political grounds that 
they had close bonds with workers 
in other countries.

●  Many members of the Reform 
Churches were committed 
Socialists.

●  Their stand was an active protest 
against what they considered the 
greatest evil in the world - killing 
another human being.
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●  3,000 allocated to special work camps

●  6,000 had application to be C.O. refused and 
were conscripted to the Army : were then 
imprisoned when they refused to obey orders 

●  Some Conscientious Ojectors were 
sentenced to Death - but sentence 
commuted.

● 7,000 given noncombatant duties (the Non 
Combatant Corps, NCC) around military bases 
or medical teams near the Front

●  The Friends Ambulance Unit established by 
Quakers in 1914 : provided medical support on 
ambulance trains & hospitals. More than 1400 
served and 21 died in service

16,000 recorded Conscientious Objectors.
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Imprisonment
●  Over 1,000 refused to cooperate in any way. Imprisoned

●  For first two weeks prisoners not given mattress to sleep on. Rule of 
absolute silence, very poor diet, abusive warders 

●  Refusal to abide by the silence rule: eight months solitary confinement

●  By end of 1917, 300 of the 1,300 in prison released due to ill health, but 
disenfranchised for 5 years

●  By mid 1919 all Conscientious Objectors released, often in poor physical 
condition. 69 had died and 39 had been declared insane

●  Struggled to get employment and to continue their previous lives
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End 
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The Challenging Road to Peace since
The First World War 

In memory of the death of more than 10 million people 
during the First World War 1914 -1918

Part 3
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START OF CO-OPERATION BETWEEN NATIONS

Red Cross
Henri Dunant, Switzerland

● The Swiss social activist was shocked by 
condition of soldiers after the battle 
of Solferino in 1862 

● Founder of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in 1863

● Nobel Peace Prize 1901
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Geneva Convention
● Founding of Red Cross  led to the 

1864 Geneva Convention, an 
international treaty that covered 
the sick and wounded soldiers in 
the battlefield

● The Geneva Conventions and 
their Additional Protocols form 
the core of international 
humanitarian law, which 
regulates the conduct of armed 
conflict and seeks to limit its 
effects. They protect people not 
taking part in hostilities and those 
who are no longer doing so.
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

1873 Institute of International Law, private organisation founded by lawyers 
from nine countries aimed to build a body of law governing relationships 
between states. Encouraged international arbitration to settle disputes. 
( Nobel Peace prize 1904)

1889 Inter-Parliamentary Union founded by Frederic Passy (France) & Randal 
Cremer (UK) for political negotiation of conflicts

1891 International Peace Bureau founded in Switzerland to coordinate peace 
societies (Nobel Peace prize 1910)

1899 First Peace Conference in the Hague created a temporary Court of 
Arbitration to settle international disputes. Also defined the conduct of 
warfare and war crimes.

1907 Second Peace Conference developed rules for warfare & laws on war 
crimes
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
1910 Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace

Andrew Carnegie, American 
industrialist, donated $10 million 
to create an organisation with the 
aim of promoting cooperation 
between countries & making war 
more unlikely.

It funded the International Court 
of Arbitration in a permanent 
home in Peace Palace in the 
Hague.

Peace Palace in the Hague.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
European Union

United Nations

World Health Organisation (WHO)

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)

World Food Programme (WFP)

UN Peace keeping force

The International Court of Justice in the Hague

The International Criminal Court

International science and space programmes
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What makes a War more likely?
Arms Race
● World spends $1,756,000,000,000 every year on arms.
● Over $200 for every child, woman and man in the world.
● New British nuclear missiles system, Trident, will cost 

£100 billion.
● Military-industrial complex is powerful, but 

unaccountable.
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What makes a War more likely?

● Rise of nationalist parties

● United States centred view 
of the world

● Encouragement of the fear 
of foreigners

● Power of TV, Internet and 
the Press
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What makes a War more likely?

● Ineffectual negotiating bodies

● Use of the veto in the United 
Nations

● Obstruction to International 
Criminal Court by United States

● Refusal of Israel to follow UN 
resolutions

● Lack of real nuclear 
disarmament required by the 
Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
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What makes a War more likely?
● War planning, military exercises 

● Arming of brutal regimes 

● NATO - obligation member countries to spend more on arms

● War seen as way of resolving international disputes

● Inappropriate power is held by military leaders

● Militarisation of children in schools

● Belief that 'My Country' is always right

● Seeing war as religious duty

● Intolerance of other cultures and beliefs.

● Fear of foreigners
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What makes a War more likely?
● Economic interest

● Need for gas, oil, water, minerals, food

● Treaties that are advantageous to rich countries

● Belief that a country has right to obtain its needs by force

● The interference by a country in its neighbours’ affairs
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What helps to keep a PEACEFUL WORLD?
International cooperation

European Union
United Nations
World Health Organisation (WHO)
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
World Food Programme (WFP)
UN Peace Keeping Force
The International Court of Justice in the Hague
The International Criminal Court
International science and space programmes
Student exchanges
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What helps to keep a PEACEFUL WORLD?

Public participation

The involvement of ordinary people in policy

Politicians who represent the wishes of the people

International negotiation

Resolving disputes with the help of International bodies

Respect for law

Respect for Treaties and Laws made by the United Nations
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What helps to keep a PEACEFUL WORLD?

Fair distribution of resources and wages

Societies that care for all their citizens

Human Rights

Respect for the rights of all people

Monitoring of abuses by, for example, Amnesty International

Giving a sense of responsibility and a need to act

Understanding and tolerance of other cultures

Education about tolerance and conflict resolution in schools and the media
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What helps make a PEACEFUL WORLD?

Regional co-operation pacts

OSCE - Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe

USAN - Union of South American Nations

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States

African Union

ASEAN – Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Economic interest

Trading practices that help both sides

Using negotiation rather than force to protect one’s interests

Regulation of powerful multinational companies

WISE GOVERNMENT
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TODAY'S CHALLENGES ON THE ROAD TO PEACE
Arms Trade

“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies in 
the final sense a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are 
cold and not clothed.”

President Eisenhower of USA 1953-1961
(Supreme Commander Allied forces in Europe 1944-45)

Annual US development aid budget is $32 billion

Annual US Military's budget is $530 billion.

The international arms trade, aided by the British Government, supports 
many corrupt regimes (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Nigeria) with poor 
human rights records.

The trade often supplies opposing sides.

What can be done to control the armaments industry?



57

TODAY'S CHALLENGES ON THE ROAD TO PEACE
Boy/Girl Soldiers: “any child - boy or girl - under 18 years old who is 
part of any kind of armed force in any capacity” defined by the 
United Nations

Great Britain has youngest recruitment
age in Europe: 16 years old. 
Great Britain blocked attempts by 
United Nations to make 18 years old 
minimum age for recruitment.
Should children train to fight or 
train to mediate & resolve conflict?

1914 : Minimum age of recruitment to the Armed forces = 18
           Minimum age for service overseas = 19
2014: Minimum age of recruitment to the Armed forces = 16
           Minimum age for service overseas = 18

Is this progress?
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TODAY'S CHALLENGES ON THE ROAD TO PEACE
Trident Nuclear Missiles

Each new Trident Submarine will carry up to 40 nuclear bombs. Each bomb is 
able to destroy a city.

Is it right to threaten to kill millions of children, women and men in this way?

Why do some retired military leaders say they can never be used?

Should Great Britain spend £100 billion on such a missile system?

Two thirds of the British people are against the renewal of Trident.

Modernisation of the British nuclear missiles proceeds without adequate 
Parliamentary scrutiny.

What does this say about Democracy?



59

TODAY'S CHALLENGES ON THE ROAD TO PEACE
Drones for Peace or War?

●                        Civilian Drones useful for observing traffic on the motorway,   
inspecting buildings or power lines, policing borders

● Military drones are used to kill terrorist suspects in foreign countries without 
declaring war.

● 200 children have been killed by American drones in Pakistan.
● Children have also died in drone attacks in Yemen by the United States and in 

Gaza by Israel.
● British drones are operated from UK base RAF Waddington to kill people in 

countries miles away.

...............................Is this legal?
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WHAT CAN ONE PERSON DO TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE?

 “Why is it that countries which we call 
strong are so powerful in creating 
wars, but are so weak in bringing 
peace? Why is it that giving guns is so 
easy, but giving books is so hard?”

Malala Yousafzai, 

Nobel Peace Prize 2014
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WHAT CAN YOU DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Find out more

Quaker Peace and Social Witness

Peace Pledge Union

PAX CHRISTI

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament

CAMPAIGN AGAINST ARMS TRADE

Amnesty International

Talk with your friends: Write to your MP: Write to the Newspaper:

Become Informed
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"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it's the only thing that ever has."
Margaret Mead

End
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